
FAC T  S H E E T S

Kinship care is the care provided by relatives, family friend(s) or a member of the child’s social network. 

Kinship care is the explicitly preferred placement type for children who cannot live with their parents.

Aboriginal kinship care is care provided by relatives or friends to an Aboriginal child who cannot live with their 
parents, where Aboriginal family and community and Aboriginal culture are valued as central to the child’s safety, 
stability and development. Aboriginal kinship services are operating in every region of the state.

Statutory kinship placements occur when a child protection intervention has occurred and a decision has been 
made to place a child with relatives or a significant friend, and may also involve an order made by the Children’s 
Court.

Private, informal or non-statutory kinship care are terms which may be used to describe arrangements where 
children are cared for by relatives or significant friends without any Child Protection intervention.

Foster care is temporary care of children by accredited foster carers when children and young people cannot live 
with their birth family.

Children and young people are placed in foster care for a range of reasons, and foster care can occur as a result of a 
court order, or through a voluntary arrangement between the child or young person’s parent and a service provider. 
The care could be overnight, for a month or longer – it all depends on the needs of the child.

Permanent care placements are made under legal orders and agreements to provide vulnerable children with a 
safe and supportive family environment for when children are no longer able to live with their birth families.

Children placed in permanent care come through Child Protection services. Unlike adoption, it is not a voluntary 
placement. The department makes decisions about the safety of children, and for a few this sometimes means they 
are unable to return home to their birth parents. In these cases the decision is made for permanent care.

This comes about when a permanent care order is made by the Children’s Court, granting custody and guardianship 
to the permanent family. Legally this means that as a permanent care parent you’ll be responsible for day-to-day 
care of the child and also long-term decisions like education, residence and health. In all other ways, it means you’ll 
be the child’s parents into the future and will be providing them with enduring relationships.

As a permanent carer you have all financial responsibility for the child but financial assistance is available to help 
with some expenses. The permanent care order expires when the child turns 18 years of age.
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TYPES OF OUT-OF-HOME CARE
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The information contained in this factsheet is based primarily on information from the Manual for Kinship Carers, published by the 
former Department of Human Services (now department of Families, Fairness & Housing) in 2017.
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TYPES OF OUT-OF-HOME CAREFACT SHEET

Residential care services in community-based houses are provided to children and young people in out-of-home 
care. 

Children and young people who live in residential care are often those who have experienced the greatest level of 
trauma and who, therefore, require the most expert therapeutic care and support.

Placement in residential care is based on assessment of each individual’s needs. This includes consideration of 
alternative placement in home-based care, and in particular kinship care, wherever possible.

Provides supported semi-independent accommodation options for young people aged 16–18 years who are Child 
Protection clients and transitioning to independence from state care. Young people are supported by a volunteer 
‘lead tenant’ who shares the accommodation and by an outreach support team. Young people are able to stay in 
Lead Tenant programs for 12–18 months as they learn independence skills.

Voluntary out-of-home care is where there is no court order requiring a child to live out of their parent’s/parents’ 
care. Parents consent to a voluntary arrangement with a service for the temporary care of their child. This may be the 
Department of Families, Fairness & Housing (DFFH) or an out-of-home care or disability service within the community. 
The service will arrange for the child to be cared for by carers, who may be volunteers assessed and trained to care for 
children in their own home, or employees who care for children in residential facilities.

Voluntary out-of-home care is regulated by the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005. Before a child is placed in out-
of-home care, a parent must sign a child care agreement. These agreements authorise the service to provide for the 
child’s care and ensure parents are aware of their rights and responsibilities.

The Children, Youth and Families Act requires the Secretary of the department be notified of agreements, be consulted 
on their extension, undertake their review at certain times, approve the entering into of long-term agreements and in 
some cases, approve a person as suitable to provide long-term care for a child. Senior child protection managers in local 
department offices undertake agreement decision-making on behalf of the Secretary.

A parent of the child, the child, or any other person whose interests are affected by a decision made by DFFH in relation 
to a childcare agreement can request a review of that decision.

RESOURCES
https://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/children-care 
https://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/kinship-care 
https://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/foster-care 
https://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/permanent-care-services-contacts 
https://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/residential-care
https://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/voluntary-out-home-care 
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KINSHIP CARER SCENARIOS - FROM A CHILD PROTECTION PERSPECTIVE
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